WEBSITE PRIORITIES:

Where to Invest
& What to Skip

Essential Website Investments and Costly Traps to Avoid
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WEBSITE PRIORITIES: WHERE TO INVEST & WHAT TO SKIP

1. Solid Hosting & Secure Domain

Where to Invest:

= Reliable Hosting: Spend a bit more for a reputable hosting provider that offers strong
uptime, decent support, and security safeguards. A cheap host may save you money
now, but if your site goes down or gets hacked, it’ll cost you in lost sales and headaches
later.

= Domain Privacy: For a few extra bucks, you can protect your personal details from
public databases. This is worth it to keep spam, scams, and prying eyes at bay.

What to Skip:

= Multiple Domains for the Same Website: Buying every variation of your domain isn’t
necessary unless you’re defending a well-known brand with lots of competition. Stick to
one memorable .com or relevant TLD (like .net) and move on.

2. Mobile-Friendly Design & Basic Branding

Where to Invest:

= Responsive Theme or Template: Make sure your site looks good on phones, tablets,
and desktops. This is non-negotiable.

= Professional Logo & Color Palette: Hire a designer or purchase a semi-custom logo
bundle if you don’t have something that fits your brand. This small investment helps
create a cohesive identity.
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WEBSITE PRIORITIES: WHERE TO INVEST & WHAT TO SKIP

What to Skip:

= Excessive Customization: Custom-coded sites can be pricey and tough to maintain.
Pick a modern, clean template and tweak the branding only as much as needed for a
professional look.

3. Quality Images & Copy That Connects

Where to Invest:

= Original Photos or High-Quality Stock: Sharp, relevant imagery adds credibility. Cringey
stock photos can distract more than they help.

= Professional Copywriting: If you struggle to find the right words to explain your services
or connect with your audience, it’s smart to invest in writing help—especially for your
homepage, about page, and sales pages.

What to Skip:

= Overpriced Photo Shoots: You don’t need 500 pro headshots. A small set of flattering,
on-brand images will do.

= Flowery or Overly Technical Language: Keep your copy genuine and conversational. If
it feels stiff, people will bounce. Think about all those jargon-filled sites that make your
eyes glaze over. Don’t do that. Try to connect with your visitors.
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WEBSITE PRIORITIES: WHERE TO INVEST & WHAT TO SKIP

4. Essential Plugins & Tools

Where to Invest:

= Security & Backup Tools: A good security plugin plus automatic backups save you from
major headaches if something goes wrong.

= Contact Forms & Lead Capture: Invest in user-friendly forms or a trusted email
marketing platform. Make it easy for potential clients to get in touch.

What to Skip:

= Too Many Plugins: Not only can they slow your site down, but overlapping features can
create conflicts. Stick with the essentials you truly need and choose your plugins
thoughtfully.

5. Ongoing Maintenance & Support

Where to Invest:

= Routine Checkups: Budget a little time (and maybe a small monthly or annual feg) to
ensure your platform, theme, and plugins stay current.

= Tech Help on Speed Dial: If you're not tech-savvy (and don’t want to bel), having a
go-to support person or community (like DreamBuilders.group) can save you from
meltdown moments.
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WEBSITE PRIORITIES: WHERE TO INVEST & WHAT TO SKIP

What to Skip:

= “Set It and Forget It” Mindset: \Websites need regular checkups. Ignoring updates or
security patches is a recipe for slow loading or worse, getting hacked. Consider how
neighborhood stores are always testing new displays to catch the attention of those
walking by.

6. Marketing & Analytics

Where to Invest:

= Email List Integration: Don’t ignore the power of email marketing. Tools like Constant
Contact or ConvertKit help you stay connected with leads and clients.

= Basic Analytics: Google Analytics or similar tools show you who's visiting, how they’re
finding you, and what content resonates. This info helps fine-tune your site to attract
more of the right people.

What to Skip:

= Costly “Silver-Bullet” Marketing Gimmicks: No single widget or trick will magically
triple your traffic overnight. Focus on consistent, authentic messaging and track the
results you’re actually getting so you can do more of what’s working.
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WEBSITE PRIORITIES: WHERE TO INVEST & WHAT TO SKIP

Final Thought: Start Small, Stay in Control

You don’t have to pour thousands into every fancy new gadget. Prioritize the must-haves—
secure hosting, user-friendly design, engaging content, basic security, and a plan to keep it all
updated.

Remember: Small, smart investments lead to a website that actually supports your
business goals. The key is knowing when to add something new—and when to say “no
thanks” to the hype. Hint: There’s a lot of hype.
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WEBSITE PRIORITIES:

Where to Invest & What to Skip

Essential Website Investments and Costly Traps to Avoid

Where to Invest What to Skip

1. Solid Hosting & Secure Domain

= Multiple Domains for the Same Website
= Reliable Hosting
= Domain Privacy

2. Mobile-Friendly Design & Basic Branding

= Excessive Customization
= Responsive Theme or Template
= Professional Logo & Color Palette

3. Quality Images & Copy That Connects

= Qverpriced Photo Shoots
= QOriginal Photos or High-Quality Stock = Flowery or Overly Technical Language
= Professional Copywriting

4. Essential Plug-Ins & Tools

= Too Many Plug-Ins
= Security & Backup Tools
= Contact Forms & Lead Capture

5. Ongoing Maintenance & Support

= “Set It and Forget It” Mindset
= Routine Checkups
= Tech Help on Speed Dial

6. Marketing & Analytics

= Costly “Silver-Bullet” Marketing Gimmicks
= Email List Integration
= Basic Analytics
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